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" DELIVERED 


0 one of Her Majeſty s Principal Secretaries of State, by ſ Excellency the Baron de Bothmar : 


Envoy Extraordinary from his Electoral Highneſs of Hannover. 


TS Electoral Highneſs of Brunſwick, Lanenbourg having ſent back his un- 
derwritten Miniſter of State, and of his Privy Council, the Baron de Bothmar, 
to the Court of the Queen of Great Britain, has principally ordered him 
molt humbly te thank Her Majeſty tor the Honour She has done him in 
communicating to him what has lately paſſed touching the Negotiation of 

; Peace, by a Perſon of ſuch Diſtinction and Truſt as the Earl Rivers, and 

for the new Proof of the Honour of Her Friendſhip, which on this Occaſion She has 

been pleaſed to give him, and his molt Serene Family, by Her Generous Cares for its 

' Intereſts. | # | | 5 

His EleQoral Highneſs refers himſelf particularly to the Sentiments which he declared 
to my Lord Rivers, and to the Antwer which he cauſed to be given to him in Writing on 
his Propolitions. He thinks he ſhould be wanting to the Relpect due to the Contidenee 
with which Her Majeſty has honoured him, it he ſhould not antwer it with that Sincerity 
which She has Reaton to expect mom Her molt "I'rue and molt Zealous Servant and 

Friend, who is more 5 — lor Her Glory and Intereſt than any Perton in the World, 

' He hopes Her Majeſty will do him the Honour to accept in that Sence and in that Intention, 

as well what he has taken the Liberty to caule to be reported to Her ot his Sentiments by 

the aboveſaid Lord Rivers, as what he has ordered his underwritten Minilter to repreſent 
further to Her Majeſty's Miniſters. | | 8 | 

The Sentiments of his Electoral Highneſs on the Peace, and on its Negotiation, are, 

That the Allies have Need not only ot politive Declarations, but likewite of real Securi- 

ties, elpecially having, to do with an Enemy whote Methods of acting are well known, 

This the former Preliminaries provided tor, by obliging Fance to give up previoully tome 

Places of Security, In thele there is neither any real Security, nor any clear and diſtinct 

Declaration. All is couched in indefinite general Terms, which in _— expreſs no- 

thing, and upon which Years might be ſpent in Negotiating. *'Tis left to be conlidcred, 

'Which is the ſureſt Way to put a ſpecdy End to the War, Whether by previouſly inſiſtisg 

on ſuch Conditions from France, that nothing may remain to be done in a General Aflem— 

bly bur to give them the Form of a Treaty, or to open that Aſſembly upon Articles that 
arc captious and obſcure, which leave an open Field tor Frazce to put in practice her uſual 

Intrigues and Chicanes. | 8 
Nothing but a perfect Union between the Allies, while the General Peace ſhall be treat— 

ing, and the mutual Guarantie they ſhall give each other upon what ſhall therein be con— 

- Cluded, can ſecure them for the future. Without this, all Exrope will fall into Confuſion, 

and ſooner or later into Slavery ; clpecially if Spain and the Indies be leſt in the Poſſeſſion 

of a Prince of the Houſe of Bourbon. We cannot flatter our ſelves, that after a Peace 

concluded, even in this Manner, Great Britain can be in ſafety, and maintain it ſelf in a 

quiet and flouriſhing Condition, unleſs it continue with the States General, and the other 

Allies, in an Union that may defend all of them together againſt the Enterprizes of France. 

All taeir Forces united have hardly been ſufficient to ſa ve them; whence it may be judged 

what would happen it that Crown ſhould have the Fortune to divide them, and what it 


would be able to put in Execution, after having taken Breath ſome Years, and reinfoxced | 


it ſelf by Spain and by the Riches of the Indies. Tis not doubted "therefore, that Her 
Britaunick Majeſty propoſes to act in this whole Affair jo;ntly and in Concert with Her Al- 
lies, conformably to the Aſſurances which She has given them. Bur to baniſh all Diſtruct, 
it would be neceſſary that there ſhould be no ſecret Negotiation which might give candy 
for Suſpicion, that one or other of the Allies might make their own Treaty ſeparatel. 
all the Allies will gladly concur to conctude the Peace, provided they may have their Se- 
curity in it ; there not being any one among them who is not weary of the Expence and 
lnconveniences of the War, or would be willing to continue it when it thall ceaſe to be 
neceſſary. Further, not one of them but would take pleaſure to contribute with all his 
Power to obtain for Great Britain ſuch Conditions and Advantages as it can demand from 
France, His Electoral Highneſs in particular, will take it on him as a Duty to employ all 
the Means conducing thereto which can be defired of him: Nothing in Nature being 
more juſt, after the many great "Things which Her Bricazuick Rlajeſty has done, with Her 
Triumphant Nation, for the Common Cauſe, from the Beginning of her Glorious Reign. 
And this Way appears to his Electoral Highnets to be more ture for procuring this End, and 
for preſet ving tuch Advantages, than it Great Britain ſhould cadeavour it, without the 
Concurrence of the Allies, by a ſeperate Negotiation. . | | 
Nor could any thing be more Advantageous to Fraxce, than it by Her Dexterity She could 
dazzle the Eyes of one of the Maritime Powers, ſo as to induce ſuch Power to accept of 
tome Advantages ſo much to the Prejudice of the other, that the Jcalouly rhence ariling 
might become an Obſtacle to their Union tor the future, which Union conttituting their 
+7 move Security, is looked upon by France, as the Grand Hindrance of its vaſt 
eligns. | 
Ho Electoral Highneſs can anſwer for it, that the Imperial Court never formed the 
Deſign imputed to them of entering with Frazce into a Secret Negotiation, to the Pre 
judice of the Intereſts of Great Britain: But for removing all Cauſe of Umbrage on that 
Account, as well with Reſpett to the Emperor, as to the States General of the United 
Provinces, new 1 may be entered into with thoſe two Pontentates, and it 
may be firmly depended on that they will make no Difficulty to promiſe the Queen in 
the moſt Binding and moſt Solemn Manner, never to enter into any Negotiation with 
the Common Enemy, nor ever to receive any Otfer or Propolition from Him, without 
Her Majelty's Participation, and without taking Common Meaſures in Concert with 
Her. It has been alledg'd, "That the Imperia/ Court will make no Diiſficulty ro renounce 
Spain and the Indies, provided the Dominions in Ita) and in the Netherlands be given them. 
But upon this tis bur juſt to hear the Mind of the new Emperor, who, 'tis known, has 
entirely at Heart the Affairs of Spaiy. | | 
is eaſy to ſee the Pernicious Conſequences which there would be Ground to appre- 
hend, if Spain and the Indies were left to the Duke of Arjou, Her Majeſty herlelf has 
delivered Her own Opinion clearly upon it, in Her Speech at the opening of the very laſt 
Seſſion of Her Parliament, recommending the War in Spain, as that which moſt parti- 


| 


knowledged by the Exgliſh, even in the Rei 


DC 


cularly concerned the * Nation, who will in no wiſe find Amends for it by the 
Trade to the Soath-Sea, with which they are flattered z which Trade, if given them in 
Reality, (as may be juſtly doubted it will not) would however be but Precarious, and 
laſt no longer than France or Spain ſhould pleaſe to permit. | 

_ Thoſe Two Crowns cannot in that Cate be conlidered otherwiſe than as one Poten- 
tate: All the World knows, that tis France which Governs the Spaniards in their Coun- 
cils, in their Finances, in their Military Affairs, and even carries on their Commerce 
with the Indies by Her Ships. France has already made Herſelt ſo much the Miltrels of 
all theſe, that if the S ?‚ would re-aſſume their Independence, either after the Peace, 
or atter the Death of the pretent King of Hane, tis no longer in their Power z nor can 
any Treaty be of Force ſufficient to oblige 4 eftectually to quit thele Advantages. 
Belides, *tis to be conlider d, That it the Delcendents of the Duke of , or the Male 
Line of the Davphin, his Brother, ſhould founer or later come to tail, thote I'wo Crowns 
would be abſolutely United under one Head: No Treaty, no Renunciation could be ſtrong 


enough to hinder that Union in ſuch a Caſe, of which the Renunciation made at the Jeace 


of the Pyrexees, and the Treaty of Partition, are, among many other Examples, Evidence 
ſuflicient. is very certain likewite, That the King of France, who notwithitanding the 
Peace, and his Engagements with King Wiliam the Third, of Glorious Memory, ac- 
knowledged in his Lite-time another for King of Exgland, as ſoon as he thought him- 
ſelt, by lus Grandſon, Maſter of Sp, will no ſooner ſee this Grand-fon of his ſettled 
on that Throne, bur he will endeavour allo to place his Creature upon that of Great 
Britain; and will accompliſh it, having augmented his Power with that of Spain, and 
his Riches by thoſe of the Indies. ?Tis eaſy to foreſee the Danger of the Queen's Per- 
ſon would then be in, and what would become then of the Liberty of Great Britain, 
under a Maſter educated in she Maxims of Fraxce, and in Hatred to the belt Eng ih- 
nien, who have abjured him according to Law, There would then, in Confequence, be 
an End of the Liberty of all Europe, and of the Proteſtant Religion, by a League founded 
in Obligation, Neceſlity and Gratitude, between three Kings of an Oppoſite Religion, 
and of ſo great Power by Seca and Land, under the Direction of that of Hane. Theſe are 
Conſequences in which His Electoral Highnels is too nearly intereſted and concerned, to 
look upon them with Indifference. th 


As to the Barrier in the Spaniſh Netherlands, it cannot be ſaid that the Security of the 


"United Provinces only is concerned in it: On the contrary, it is full as much the Concern 


of Great Britain, which would find itſelf in no leſs Danger than the ſaid Republick, if 
France become Miſtreſs of the Spi Netherlands, This Truth has at all times been ac- 
gu of Charles II. who notwithſtanding his 
cloſe Engagements with that Crown, would not ſuffer it to conquer them. So that the 
Barrier, which excludes that dangerous Enemy from the Netherlands, is the common In— 


tereſt of the two Maritime Potentates, as well as of the Empire of Germany; and be- 


ſides, Great Britain has at preſent in licu of Her Guaranty of that Barrier, a reciprocal 


Guaranty for the Proteſtant Succeſlion. 

Whatever be done, and whether the Aſſembly for Peace be forthwith opened, or de- 
ferred to another time, that is to tay, till France has made more ſatisfactory Declarati- 
ons, his Electoral Highnels thinls, that it is abſolutely neceſſary not to be any way re- 


miſs in the Preparations for the enſuing Campaign; there being no hope of obtaining good 


Gonditions of Peace, but by getting into a Poiture to purſue the War vigorouſly, and 
begin the Campaign early with conſiderable Forces, ſecing France on her Part is alread 
making great Preparations for it. is with regard to this, that his Electoral Highnets 
will not make uſe of the Permiſſion which Her Majeſty has had the Goodneſs to grant 
Him in ſo friendly a manner, of taking this Winter ſome of His Regiments of Dragoons 
home to his own Country, having retolved to leave them all in the Netherlands: Not- 
withſtanding which, his Electoral Highnets will bear the fame Acknowledgment to Her 
Majeſty, as if He had actually made ule of Her ſaid Permiſſion. Tis not to be doubted 
the Emperor will make much greater Efforts than formerly, and that the States General 
will furniſh what they are obliged to by the Treaties ; His Imperial Majeſty being read 
to concert new Agreements thereupon with Her By/zaxnick Majeſty, But above all, it will 
be eſſentially neceſlary to avoid the Snare of a Ceſlation of Arms, which 'tis very proba- 
ble 15axce will propoſe as ſoon as the Aflembly tor Peace ſhall be opened; which } Mon 
keeping the Maritime Potentates in the Neceſlity of making the fame Efforts, and tho 
fame Expence for the War, for maintaining the fame Fleets and the fame Armies, 
will deprive them ol the Means of making ute of them, and ſtop the Progrets of their 
Glorious Arms. | | == - | 
There is Ground to hope, that by remaining firmly united, tho Allies may ſoon o— 
blige France (with the Bleſſing of God) to agree to reaſonable Conditions; the extream 
Indigence that Crown is in, and the Need She has of Peace, being very certain, and con- 
firmed from all Parts. The Almighty has bletſed the Arms of the (ans and of Her 
Allies, with ſo many Triumphs over their powerful Enemy, to the end they may ſecure 
themſelves by a Sate and Advantageous Peace, from all they have to fear from Him; and 
it cannot be his bleaſure, that an Enemy ſo exhauſted, and vanquiſhed as he has been 
on all Occalions, ſhould at laſt carry his Deſigns by this War, and get out of it by a 
Peace Glorious to Him, to the Ruine of the ViCtorious Allies, and to the Deſtruction 
of the Liberty of all Europe; in acquiring by this Peace the Power of giving a King to 
Sp4in, of unpoſing one upon Great Britain, and of making the Validity of the Election 
of the Head oi the Empire depend on his Approbation. 


Done at London the + 
28th of November, 
— ſ— — — 7. 


9% of December, 


The Baron de Bothmar, 


London : Printed for Bernard Lintott between the Two Temple Gates in Fleet-ſtreet. 
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